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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, October 6, 2014 

 
A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 
was held on Monday, October 6, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council 
Chambers, at 1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard.    Present were Mayor James J. Beck, 
Council Members Rick Vilcek, Matt Casey, Reginald Finney, Camille Greenwald, 
Dan Sebben, Rob Jacknewitz, Ed Notter and Megan Moylan.  Also present were Amy 
Hamilton, City Manager and City Attorney Ken Heinz. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mayor Beck reminded everyone that Party on the Pavement Festival was being held 
at The Heights on October 10 & 11 and invited all to come to hear the various bands, 
enjoy great food and fun for the whole family. 
 

Proclamation 

Night Out Against Crime-October 7, 2014 

 

Mayor Beck read a Proclamation declaring October 7, 2014, the City’s Night Out 
Against Crime.  Mayor Beck stated it was the City’s 32nd “Night Out” and invited all 
residents to participate in the neighborhood block parties. 

 

Proclamation 

Fire Prevention Week 2013 

 

Mayor Beck read a Proclamation declaring the week of October 5-11, 2014, Fire 
Prevention Week in the City of Richmond Heights.  The Proclamation noted that this 
year’s theme is "Working Smoke Alarms Save Lives; Test Yours Every Month"; 
smoke spreads fast, working smoke alarms give you early warning so you can get 
outside quickly. 

Proclamation  

St. Luke’s 100
th

 Anniversary 

 

Mayor Beck read a Proclamation honoring the 100th Anniversary of St. Luke the 
Evangelist Church at Dale and Bellevue, which celebrated its service to God, at their 
first Mass with Fr. Joseph Collins on October 11, 1914 in the Benoist-Christy home. 
 

VFW Hall 3500 

Trivia Night 

Mr. Notter announced the VFW Hall 3500 will hold a Trivia Night Fund Raiser on 
November 8 and invited all to participate. 
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CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 

 

Joann Bailey-1513 Banneker-gave the Council and update on her issues from two 
weeks ago about a release agreement that has been put forth to her and her husband 
from Rengaw regarding their project.  Ms. Bailey stated they had been contacted by 
the representative from Rengaw who asked them what they could do to allow the 
release to be signed so they could accept the check.  Ms. Bailey stated the 
representative for Mr. Wagner stated they could sign the release or not and that it was 
their decision either way.  Ms. Bailey said the representative said they would come 
again in a few days to allow the Bailey’s to think about it.  Ms. Bailey stated they did 
not want to sign the release form. 
 
Mayor Beck stated the City was not able to force Mr. Wagner to do something 
different, but had asked Mr. Heinz to contact their legal department for further 
clarification. 
 
Mr. Heinz stated he had sent correspondence to the Rengaw attorney but had not 
heard anything back as yet. 
 
Mayor Beck stated it was not uncommon that release agreements are often put forth 
when a check is offered during an issue and stated Mr. and Mrs. Bailey may wish to 
get their own attorney as the City attorney cannot represent them in this private 
matter. 
 
Ms. Bailey stated she was not going to accept the $700 check for the fence. 
 
Minnie Hayes-7906 Elinor-stated recycled waste is not being picked up on a regular 
basis; sometimes it is being skipped. 
 
Mayor Beck stated he would have Public Works check into it.  Mayor Beck reminded 
everyone that Republic would begin all waste pickup on Wednesdays throughout the 
City on November 1. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Regular Meeting 

September 22, 2014 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the approval of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 22, 2014.  Carried unanimously with 
Mr. Notter abstaining as he did not attend that meeting. 
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Conditional Use Permit-2014-15 

Casa Del Mar-1137 Saint Louis Galleria 



3 

 

 

Ms. Hamilton asked if the Council wished to call up for review the C.U.P. for the 
Casa Del Mar restaurant at the Saint Louis Galleria, approved previously at the 
September 18th Plan and Zoning Commission meeting. 
 
The Council stated they did not wish to call the C.U.P. for review and let it stand 
approved. 
 

Liquor License 

Casa Del Mar 

1137 Saint Louis Galleria 

 

Ms. Hamilton asked if the Council wished to approve a liquor license which has been 
submitted by the new restaurant to be opened at the Galleria. 
 
Ms. Greenwald moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion of approval for the liquor 
license for the Casa Del Mar restaurant at the Galleria. Carried unanimously. 
 

Mullenix Project-Clayton & Brentwood 

 

Mr. Mike Mullenix, representative of Equis Hospitality, developer of the Phase II 
project at the southeast corner of Clayton & Brentwood updated the Council on the 
history of their project and stated they are very close to reaching an agreement.  Mr. 
Mullenix stated they have always wanted a full service hotel with upscale amenities 
and financing had been an issue.  Currently, they feel they are very close to finding 
this right fit for the area. Mr. Mullenix stated this May they made an application to 
their financial partner for funding for a 194 room, full service Marriott hotel.  Mr. 
Mullenix noted there were other hotels with limited service details being built in the 
area so there was still the issue of the area being over-built but the consensus was the 
partners would like to see the project go for something more exciting and feel a plan 
they are now contemplating will be something the City will like. 
 
Mr. Mullenix stated while it is still too soon to roll out any plans as they will need to 
make minor adjustments to the agreement with the City that is now in place, but are 
not asking for more money.  Mr. Mullenix stated they feel the new plan will be an 
exciting project for the City with this national company and that it will fit in very 
well. 
 
Mr. Mullenix described it is an upscale, luxury type hotel with a major chain 
affiliation. 
 
Mayor Beck asked if you are asking to extend our deadline. 
 
Mr. Mullenix stated this will involve more than just the ordinary structure plans, 
reaching all the way through to the type of furnishings, space, etc. and the design 
must fit in the footprint of the property site and getting these design and other 
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agreements together is what will take some time.  Mr. Mullenix stated he feels there 
will be nothing less than a letter of intent by the Brand by the end of the year, maybe 
not as far as a signed agreement, but Mullenix will be spending a lot to get the design 
work, building costs, etc. done. 
 
Mayor Beck thanked Mr. Mullenix for the update and hoped to hear more in the short 
closed session due to financing information not made available to the public. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

None. 

 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

Bill No. 5412; second reading 

Approves Reassessments with respect to the 

Manhassett Village Neighborhood Improvement District. 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Casey seconded a motion for the second reading of Bill No. 
5412. Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5412 was presented and read. 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, 
APPROVING REASSESSMENTS WITH RESPECT TO THE MANHASSETT 
VILLAGE NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT. 
 
Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Bill No. 5412. AYES:  Mr. Casey, Mr. 
Sebben, Mr. Jacknewitz, Mr. Vilcek, Ms. Greenwald, Mr. Finney, Ms. Moylan, Mr. 
Notter, and Mayor Beck.  NAYS:  None. 
 
Mayor Beck declared Bill No. 5412, approved. 
 
Bill No. 5413; first reading 

Amends Ord. 4788, the Municipal Code; Article III,  

Chapter 200, Policemen’s and Firemen’s Pension Fund;  

Section 200.420: Severance Payments. 

 

Mr. Vilcek stated he thought this Bill was tabled indefinitely and noted it was back up 
again on the agenda. 
 
Mayor Beck stated the he did not take it that Bill tabled indefinitely but set aside to 
get answers to your questions and would be fine with waiting until you were satisfied 
with the answers to your questions, but was not tabling it indefinitely.  Mayor Beck 
stated he thought Mr. Vilcek was comfortable with it being held over.  Mayor Beck 
said if Mr. Vilcek would like to talk to a few more people about the Bill and then 
bring it back at the next meeting that was fine. 
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Mr. Vilcek stated he understood the Pension Board was going to their Actuary about 
other items and he thought that rather than “piece-meal” items to the Council in 
multiple ordinances, once the Actuary report is received, maybe the Board could 
come before the Council with a Bill that would address all the changes they had.   
 
Mr. Vilcek stated he did speak to one of the Pension representatives who was not at 
the meeting,  who said he would have voted against this legislation had he been there.  
Mr. Vilcek stated it apparently was not unanimous; there was confusion with the 
minutes of the July meeting as to whether one of the members was an actual voting 
member. 
 
Mayor Beck asked if the Pension minutes reflect that one of the members was 
reported as being there and he wasn’t there, but was recorded as voting. 
 
Mr. Vilcek stated that, yes that was what he was told.  Mr. Vilcek noted a Board 
member (Mr. Rohr) was present tonight. 
 
Mr. Vilcek asked Mr. Rohr if the Board was going to the Actuary for some 
clarifications that might result in Council action. 
 
Mr. Rohr confirmed they were asking the Actuary some questions. 
 
Mr. Vilcek stated that in his opinion, whenever they get answers from the Actuary, 
then the Board could come before the Council with a combination of changes that 
could be voted on as a whole.  Mr. Vilcek stated he was, however, comfortable with 
discussing this proposed Bill now and the others later, whatever the Council decided 
it was fine with him. 
 
Mayor Beck asked if Mr. Rohr had voted for this proposed change that was before the 
Council tonight. 
 
Mr. Rohr stated that yes, he had voted for the change. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated it was a unanimous vote from those Board members present at 
that meeting to make this change. 
 
Mr. Rohr stated there was an attachment to the meeting minutes that Mr. Vilcek 
reviewed and which may not have been completely clear and could possibly be 
interpreted that the change was taking the number down to 0% during an employee’s 
years of service and then separated from the City.  Mr. Rohr stated that was not the 
case, and it was clarified at the next Pension meeting that if the person separated 
before 15 years of service, their contribution would be calculated with the 5% interest 
until they left, and if their funds remained in the Fund, they would earn 0% interest 
after their termination; they were not forcing them to remove their accumulated funds 
from the Fund. 
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Mayor Beck stated Bill 5413 reads correctly as to what the Pension Board had 
approved and asked if the Council needed more time to consider the Bill or if it that 
extra time would make any difference in their consideration. 
 
Mr. Vilcek stated the fire department representative was not at the Pension meeting at 
the time of the vote and when asked, said he would have voted against it.  Mr. Vilcek 
said that was important to him as Mr. Vilcek personally wanted to see both fire and 
police be united on what was voted upon.  
 
Mayor Beck stated there were other people on the Pension Board who also have an 
interest in the Fund and not just two particular people.  Mayor Beck stated that if your 
point that both police and fire representatives need to be on board united with this, he 
asked what is the point of having a board at all? 
 
Mr. Vilcek said he still feels the Board representatives should be representative of 
their personnel and the Fund is using the money the employees leave behind in the 
Fund.  Mr. Vilcek stated he did not want the current Bill tabled indefinitely, but 
thought that if there were some actuarial response on other questions, the actions 
could be combined into one piece of legislation and then presented to the Council for 
their vote. 
 
Mr. Vilcek stated in 1986 this clause regarding the interest was put into the Plan, and 
it was meant that the Fund would be using their contributions over what time period a 
person stayed with the City, ultimately helping to build the Fund. 
 
Mayor Beck stated those who leave before the 15 years and leave their contributions 
in the Fund are earning more interest than if they took their money elsewhere which 
currently earns at a lower rate in most other financial places. 
 
Mayor Beck stated that in his opinion, it made no sense for us to allow those no 
longer with the City the 5% interest accrual if they no longer work for the City. 
 
Mr. Vilcek stated the resident voters of the City had approved this Pension Plan in 
1952 as it was presented and this section was part of the Plan that was approved.  Mr. 
Vilcek stated that prior to the City Charter in 1988, any changes made to the Plan had 
to be voted on by the people. 
 
Mr. Vilcek stated he wasn’t clear to this day if the Council has the right to make 
changes to the Plan or if any changes have to be sent to the people for their approval.  
Mr. Vilcek stated it was a safeguard that it should be voted on by the people rather 
than any rogue Council who wanted to change things that might harm the Pension 
Fund.  Mr. Vilcek stated the Council has, currently under the Charter we have now, 
passed changes to the Fund, and he assumes that they have the right to do that.   
 
Mr. Vilcek asked Ken Heinz if that were the case. 
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Mr. Heinz stated he had looked into that a year or more ago and needed to refresh his 
memory on that issue before he could respond. 
 
Ms. Greenwald asked about a timeline and what the Actuary was going to review. 
 
Mr. Vilcek stated the Pension Board has asked the Actuary to do some cost studies. 
 
Mr. Rohr stated the Pension Board was to get that information by its November mtg. 
 
Ms. Greenwald stated would the Pension Board vote on this matter again?  
 
Mr. Vilcek stated no, they would review the information on the other issues and come 
before the Council and ask them to pass legislation. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated sometimes the Pension Board asks the Actuary to perform an 
analysis and based on the analysis the Board may decide that they don’t want to move 
forward on these other issues.   
 
Ms. Greenwald asked if it was because someone wasn’t there but was counted as 
voting? 
 
Mr. Vilcek stated that no, that is not the reason, however this individual stated he 
would have voted no if he had attended the meeting. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated that this legislation does not change any employee now in the 
Plan; it only affects new employees who come into the Plan after its adoption. 
 
Mr. Vilcek stated he would consider perhaps lowering the interest earned to say 2% 
interest accrual from that 5% that is now in effect, but would not approve going to 
0%.  Mr. Vilcek stated he would also like to see the police and fire representatives 
united, but there seems to be a difference of opinion about the Bill. 
 
Mayor Beck stated at least four other people voted for the change. 
 
Mr. Vilcek asked if any of the Council wanted to have a first reading or table it for a 
short while. 
 
Mr. Casey stated he was fine with the Bill as it stands, he did not see a problem and 
from what he hears, it appears the Board was in favor of this and unless there was 
some impropriety with the vote of Board, the Board voted and has now recommended 
the change.  Mr. Casey said he did not see any problem with it.  Mr. Casey stated he 
would rather see the first reading and hear any discussion before the second reading. 
 
Mayor Beck asked if the Board was waiting on Actuary recommendations. 
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Ms. Hamilton stated the Pension Board may or may not make any further 
recommendations or changes at all on the subjects presented to the Actuary. 
 
Mr. Rohr stated he thought the Board would be ready to discuss those in November. 
 
Mr. Casey stated he had no problem listening to more discussion if Mr. Vilcek wished 
to hear more thoughts on this; he did not want to interfere with Mr. Vilcek’s 
discussion on the matter. 
 
Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Casey seconded, to lay Bill 5413 aside for further 
information. Carried unanimously. 
 
Bill No. 5414; second reading 

Amends Ord. 5220, the 2013-14 FY Budget 

Amendment No. 1 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the second reading of Bill 
No. 5414.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5414 was presented and read. 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 5220 THE 2013-2014 FISCAL 
YEAR BUDGET (Amendment No. 1). 
 
Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Bill No. 5414.  AYES:  Mr. Jacknewitz, 
Mr. Vilcek, Ms. Greenwald, Mr. Finney, Ms. Moylan, Mr. Notter, Mr. Casey, Mr. 
Sebben and Mayor Beck.  NAYS:  None.   
 
Mayor Beck declared Bill No. 5414, approved. 
 
Bill No. 5415; second reading 

Grants easement and encroachment of easement 

of property described as a partial tract of land of 

Consolidated Lot “B” of the Richmond Heights 

Public Works Storage Yard at 7919 Jones Avenue  

to allow construction of Bio-retention basin. 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Jacknewitz seconded, a motion for the second reading of Bill 
No. 5415.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5415 was presented and read. 
 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING EASEMENT AND ENCROACHMENT OF 
EASEMENT OF PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 
MISSOURI, DESCRIBED GENERALLY AS A PARTIAL TRACT OF LAND OF 
CONSOLIDATED LOT “B” OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS PUBLIC WORKS 
FACILITY AT 7919 JONES AVENUE, TO THE METROPOLITAN ST. LOUIS 
SEWER DISTRICT TO ALLOW A NEW BIORETENTION BASIN IN EXISTING 
EASEMENT FOR SEWERS TO BE CONSTRUCTED. 
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Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Bill No. 5415.  AYES:  Mr. Vilcek, Ms. 
Greenwald, Mr. Finney, Ms. Moylan, Mr. Notter, Mr. Casey, Mr. Sebben, Mr. 
Jacknewitz and Mayor Beck.  NAYS:  None. 
 
Mayor Beck declared Bill No. 5415, approved. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

Bill No. 5416; first reading 

Approves a settlement agreement with 

CenturyLink and assigns a percentage of settlement 

proceeds to the St. Louis County Municipal League. 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill 
No. 5416.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5416 was presented and read. 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT WITH 

CENTURYLINK AND ASSIGNING A PERCENTAGE OF THE SETTLEMENT 

PROCEEDS TO THE ST. LOUIS COUNTY MUNICIPAL LEAGUE. 

 
Bill No. 5416 was laid over to the next meeting. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

Resolution No. 14-11 

Supports the application for Grant Funds;  

To be used for improvements to the Pavilion at 

the A. B. Green Complex. 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the reading of Resolution No. 
14-11.  Carried unanimously.  Resolution No. 14-11 was presented and read. 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 
MISSOURI SUPPORTING THE APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDS; TO BE 
USED FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE PAVILION AT THE A.B. GREEN 
ATHLETIC COMPLEX. 
 
Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 14-11.  Carried 
unanimously.  Mayor Beck declared Resolution No. 14-11, approved. 
 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 2 

None. 

 

Closed Session 

 
At approximately 8:30p.m., Mr. Casey moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion to hold 
a closed meeting with closed record and closed voting pursuant to Subsections (1), 
(2), (3) and (12) of Section 610.021, RSMo., 2010, in order to discuss in order to 
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discuss legal actions, causes of legal action or litigation involving a public 
governmental body, and any confidential or privileged communications between a 
public governmental body or its representatives and its attorneys,  and leasing 
purchase or sale of real estate by a public governmental body where public 
knowledge of the transaction might adversely affect the legal consideration thereof, 
hiring, firing, disciplining or promoting an employee of a public governmental body 
and documents related to a negotiated contract. 
 
At approximately 9:31 p.m., Council returned to open session. 
 
With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 9:32 p.m., Mr. 
Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion to adjourn.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Beck declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 
 

___________________________ 
       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 
       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 
 
 
 
APPROVAL: 
 
________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
  


